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Nowhere does art suffer more from charlatanism than in
India... There is no respect for art in the millionaire who
invests his surplus wealth in pictures and costliest furnuture
so that his taste may be admmired or his wealth envied by his

poor brethren®
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It has been always my endeavour in the interpretation of
Indian ideals to obtain a direct insight into the artist’s meaning
without relying on modern archaeological conclusions, and
without searching for the clue which may be found in Indian
Literature?®
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The work of the Modern School of Indian Painters in Calcutta
is aphase of the national reawakening. The subject chosen by
the calcutta painters are taken from Indian History, romance
and epic, and from the mythology and religious literature and
legends, as well as from the life of the people around them.
Their significance lies in their distinctive Indian-ness. They
are however by no means free from European and Japanese
influences. The work is full of refinement and subtlity in
colour and of a deep love of all things Indian; but, contrasted
with the Ajanta and Moghal and Rajput Paintings which have
in part inspired it, it is frequently lacking in strength. The work
should be considered as a promise rather than a fulfilment.*
CIISHCTR T T FiTer=a FATES =t Ae—
If neither Mr. Tagore nor his pupils have yet altogether attained
to the splendid technique of the old Indian painters, they have
certainly revived the spirit of Indian art, and besides, as every
true artist will, invested their work with a charm distinctively

their own.For their work is an indication of that happy
blending of Eastern and Western thought.®
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The evolution of Indian Art is organised by the rythm which
organises the work of art, and nothing is left to chance, and
little to extraneous influences... Its movements are strictly
regulated. In no other civilisation, therefore, we find such
minute prescriptions for proportious and movements. The
relation of the limbs, every bend and every turning of the
figures represented, are of the deepest significance. This
dogmatism, far from being sterile, conveys regulations how
to be artistically tactful, so that no overstrain, no inadequate
expression, and no weakness ever will become apparent. The
regulations are a code of manners.”
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