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Bengali immigrant Muslims have quadrupled the Muslim

population during last 20 years.” SIRWE, W@ CHio e
@l (T 3| R Ao Zeraue forcaie) fie fRomag
e §F ol gy AT (oM (RO ZERA | TR
SRR o7 SIS SR T 4Rzl | R ‘el R e
N FeR S alt (R e i beR e ot A
(AR T (TYYAR FATR Ae AR TR
Y &% T | Ya8Y TTF ARG (TR 4R fedd sgaka A
GO o AR & I3 S | T AFIRS 20 foet
R | S Sl 26T ARG Tl (Siens G TreifE <o
T e @R P e, g Afvdw, o
AR STerale] S CofeT | SPTLor SifS Sleiive's il et |

R A6, 35053 AHS e (04 TR 26TR P
T b A SRR | SR R I 2 O
Al ST (@I 2T AT | TR 3 G 33031 Yavo
AR o GAR Rt Wil wiE e o e Wi
WY SPRLE % SO e BT (e @l o]
T (R R AR P R qOmie oM ¢
T 78 (kA i Reere wF o e | ofeam
WCHAR G T Sobd A S G (A0F ¢ o W,
AT, TR T e T00 AT | 3o O et e e |
IR 40 % I IeTo BT (R STTTe 0 | %
freey Felee FIRHIE o vy ofem) 9 2 3 wCR|
Tgera G O et <ae e o e
AR (A (e <0, 41, A, Wi, fireae | 68 waRe
TOIHCET TG Yo TP T X AR S, R wifhe
TR O WP R AT S | ek
ezt fist et (i) srvee AgeE @
“The conference of the Non-Assamese speaking people of
Assam strongly opposes the move to impose Assamese as
the official langnage for the state of Assam and that the

status quo based on the intrinsically multilingual character of
the state must be maintained for the peace and security of the

eastern region of India.”
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“For Meghalaya, January 21st is what Independence Day to
the rest of India. It was a day when the hill tribes (Khasis,
Garos) were given mandate to carve out their own destiny by
way of a separate state called Meghalaya, The tribes collec-
tively fought Assamese chauvinism which was manifested in
the imposition of the Assamese language as the lingua fianca.
The movement, popularly known as Hill State Moverment was

without rancour or bloodshed.” :
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is happening not because of the migrants but because those
who were for long in the tight grip of the larger Assamese fold
want out, and want to be comfortable in their smaller ethnic
formations: whether it is the Bodos, Tiwas, Karbis, Cacharis
or Ravas. Each seeks its own space, territorial, linguistic and
political. It appears more to have been the failure of the core

Assamese middle class and caste Hindus which have failed
to have a respectfull relationships with the ‘others’ as well as

thetr hold that smaller groups resent.”
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possible especially after Assam’s border shranks from over
800 kilo metres with Bangladesh to less than 300 kilo metres

by 1971 with the creation of new state of Meghalaya?”
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SfWfAret ST, “This departure of 2 significant
proportion of the population of lower Assam found categori-
cal mention in the report of 1951, which noted that there was
a “clear uaderestimation of some 68,815 persons”. A subse-
quett census report also stated that “there may have been
some Muslims of Goalpara and Kamrup who might not have
been able to comeback to their homes in Assam during the
1951 census, (and) some Muslims living in chars and sand-
banks of river Brahmaputra also might have been left out of
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