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“What are the roots that clutch?”
(T.S. Eliot, The Waste Land)
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Exile is never the state of being satisfied, placid or secure. Exile, in the words of Wallace
Stevens, is “a mind of winter” in which the pathos of summer and autumn as much as the
potential of spring are nearly but unobtainable. Perhaps this is another way of saying that a life
of exile moves according to a different calendar, and is less seasonal and settled than life at
home. Exile is life led outside habitual order. It is nomadic; decentered, contrapuntal; but no
sooner does one get accustomed to it than its unsettling force erupts anew.”
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