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| have carried the manuscript of these translations about with me for days, reading it in railway
trains, or on the top of omnibuses and in restaurants, and | have often had to close it lest some
stranger would see how much it moved me. These lyrics-which are in the original, my Indians tell
me, full of subtlety of rhythm, of untranslatable delicacies of colour, of metrical invention — display
in their thought a world | have dreamed of all my life long. The work of a supreme culture, they yet
appear as much the growth of the common soil as the grass and the ruhes.
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It is one of the most surprising things in world’s literature that such a mastery over an alien
tongue ever came to any man. Conrad conquered our language more completely; but he began
to attack it in his teens, whereas Rabindranath was over fifiy before ‘Il began my courtship of your
tongue’...

... his real reputation began to decline, almost as soon as it reached its height....Rabindranth’s
loss of reputation to me is a distressing thing, yet I think the poet himself and his publishers are
almost entirely to blame. Very grave mistakes were made. Gitanjali was a selling proposition, as
it deserved to be. So book after book was hurried out, almost fortuitously and flung at the public.
After Gitanjali came The Gardener... This gave Pleasure to many. But the word had gone round
that he was a ‘mystic’... The Crescent Moon followed, and then the English Sadhana. His fate
was sealed.
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In view of tagore’s importance in world literary history, it is also fair to note that the English
collections of 1912 to 1918 seem to have been prepared with a peculiar lack of imagination
about the range of interest. That might be taken or encouraged, both then and in the future, in the
sources of these poems, which mark so clearly the start of a new era in east-west cultural
exchange.
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3w feTcfeeee, ‘his treatment of his western public has sometimes amounted to an insullt to
their intelligence. He has carefully selected such simple, sweet things as he appears to think
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‘It is nearly tea-time,’ | said, ‘but before going down, please do translate this poem for me.
Leaning over the pages spread out before him, | could see, undecipherable, like the traces of
birds’ feet on the sand, the delicate, mysterious patterns of the Bengali characters. Tagore took
up the page and started translating, literally, he told me, what he read, hesitating sometimes,
seemed to me tremendously enlightening. It was as if by miracle, or chance, | had entered into
direct contact, at last, with the poetic material (or raw material) of the written thing without having
on the pair of gloves translations always are-gloves that blunt out sense of touch and prevent our
taking hold of the words with sensitive bare hands, all important words, because only the poet
can build with them a fragile bridge between the intangible and the tangible, between the
intangible reality of poetry and the tangible unreality of our matter-of fact daily life.

| asked Tagore to put the English version into writing latter. On the next day he gave it to me,
written in his beautifully English handwriting | read the poem in this presence and could not
conceal my disappointment. ‘But such and such things you read to me yesterday are not here,’ |
reproached him, ‘why did you suppress them? They were the center, the heart of the poem’. He
replied that he thought that would not interest Westerns. The blood rose to my cheeks as if as |



had been slapped. Tagore had, of course, answered as he did because he was convinced of
being right never dreaming that he could hurt me. | told with vehemence | seldom permitted
myself with him (though impetuosity is natural to me) that for once he was terribly mistaken.
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My English writing emerges out of my subconscious. Once | mount the peak off conscious will all
my wit and wisdom get muddled. That is why | cannot gird up my loins to do a translation. | can
only set my boat adrift and not sit at the helm at all. Then, if and when | touch shore | cannot quite
understand myself how it all happened.
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SR AE] 2Z < SR # e [gelsleT (=6 | Pl Siai a e W ifie Soifare oo
el T Tetifre, A Coiferm RAE aimaias e wb eoR @ ikl Glifermel e S |
S S1a Y H SeTidie 4%, nationalism (55 54)4%R Talks in China(s»3¢) ©Y @ AifAe @k &
1A T ©I2 T IR RGN 202 PTH @O A0 oIS Yol 1 | S 216 HFegms afs
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19 2@ TR | $19 3@ AIRe 8 *rerdia waw A *few g @fe sy e @
| frcite, ©iF @ wieret RETE RIS 397 2@ FE | TR o140,
More Men any other Indian he has(3i@=) helped to bring into harmony the ideals of the East

and the West, and broadened the bases of Indian nationalism. He has been India’'s
internationalist par excellence, believing and working for internationalist cooperation, taking
India’s message to other countries and bringing other message to his own people.... It was
Tagore’s immense service to India, as it has been Gandhi’s in a different plane, that he forced
the people in some measure out of their narrow grooves of thought and made them think of
broader issues affecting humanity. Tagore was the great humanist of India.
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a whole civilization immeasurably strange to us seems to have been taken up into this
imagination and yet we are not moved not because of its strangeness, but because we have
met our own image, as though we had walked into Rossetti’s willow wood, or heard, perhaps for
the first time in literature, our voice in a dream.’ @14 23 @2 TSI 2F-SIToR AIRS - AIMES
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of the cell and of the scourge being but a lifting up, as it were, into a greater intensity of the
mood of the painter, painting the dust and the sunlight, and we go for a like voice to St. Francis
and to William blake who have seemed so alien in our violent history.’
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i 19 S @, ‘The Manifestations of the Devine in Gitanjali could be admired by us, but they

were conditioned by a climate entirely different from our own, which also means that they were
the products of a different culture.’(8 >) IAHT fR(ETw (ST, TS G Tolted afefiy |
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