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many were converted but the vast majority of Hindus kept their faith
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districts, except Faridpur. Malda and Murshidabad contain the old capitals,
which were the center of Musalman rule for nearly four and a haif
centuries, and yet the Muslims form a smaller proportion of the population
then they do in the adjacent districts of Dinajpur, Rajshahi, and Nadia.
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inhabiting an idealized Bengali city of his day weavers (joli), livestock
herders (mukeri), cake sellers (pithri), fishmongers (kibiri), converts from
thelocal population (garasil), loom makers (sinikir), circumcisers {(hijim),
bow makers (tirakar), papermakers (Kigaj + ), wandering holy men
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in settling forested lands transferred to the institution, and (5) the
transformation of formerly forested lands into wealth-producing agrarian
communities that would continue to support the mosque. In thisway, the
poem sketches a model of partronage a mosque linked economically with
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sybhjection; and it imprints on the hearis of our countrymen the senseof
obligation nd benevolence {...] Every instance which brings their real
character home to observation will impress us with a more generous
sense of feeling for their natural rights, and teach us to estimate them
by the measure of our own. But such instances can only be obtained in
their writings : and these will survive when the British domination in
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gualified, than Mahtab Rai and Haji Abdullah; the first a native of
Decan, and the second, born at Medina, but educated at Mecca; both




write beautifully and distinctly, and both are completely skilled in the
several languages, which they undertake to copy.”
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