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4. “ Show me the man who has never cursed the master of a positing sation, or who has never
wrangled with one; the man, who, in a moment of fury, has not demanded the fatal volume in
which to enter useless complaints of arbitary behaviour, rudeness and unpunctuality; who does
not cnsider postmasters as monsters in human from, as bad as certain defunct officials, or at
any rate no better than the Muram robbers. We will endeav our to be just, however, and to put
ourselves in their place, and then, perhaps, we shall judge them with much greater indulgence.
What is a postmaster? He is a veritable martyr among petty officials, protected from blows and
cuffs by nothing but this official rank of his, and even this does not always save him ( 1appeal to
the conscience of my readers ).”
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“The Following Plan has been preserved: About Postmasters in genersl unfortunate,
kindhearted people. My postmaster is a widower with a grown daughter.

This post has since neen closed down. | drove along this road the other day, and did not find the
daughter. The daughter’s story. A scribe falls in love with her. Follows her to St. Petersburg sees
her at a dance. On his return, he finds her father dead. The daughter comes home. A grave on
the outskirts of the village. | drive away from this place. The scribe is dead, my driver tells me
about the daughter.”
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..... a girl of some fourteen summers emerged from behind a partition-wall and scampered to the
porch. | was struck by her besuty. “Is that your daughter?” | asked the postmaster. “yes,” he
replied with an air of complacency.” And she’s so clever, so quick, just like her dear mother
before her.”
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“The little conquette was not slow to observe the impression she had made on me, and lowered
her great blue eyes demurely. | entered into conversation with her and she answered without the
slightest signs of embarassment, like a girl who had seen something of the world. | offered her
father a glass of punch. To Dunya, | handed a cup of tea, and we all three chatted together as if

we had known one another for ages.”
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“.......a man of about fifty. hale and cheerful, his long green frockcoat adorned with three medals
dangling from faded ribbons.”

ST @22 O AFF IS SFA7FLF (T 5 <8 TS T alforz (S | (I Gia e @3 Zo8] ST,

/5% T GETIIE, TG T TUHNRYE, G T TE GEHEE F,T7UT TR G GG OR NG h S NEG Y b A G T ha S @,
ATR FoaH YN T TN FHRwE GURRNALE N FIaE NG WE TN, CNGUE N GG I Ia I NG eq Dgd
ACG R NG UG TGN NS UL @0 NG NU NG 30y GG Nd & a7 W Iread.

TAPBIPEIR ©i2 [Ha TR 99 (@9 ©F GIite o2 afefT |

“The table and bed were in their old places, but there were no longer flowers on the window-sill,
and everything in the room spoke of decay and neglect.”
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“So you know my Dunya?” he began. “Ah, who did not know her! Ah, Dunya! What a girl she
was! Everyone who came here used to praise her, no one had a ward to say against her. The
Ladies used to give her presents--some a kerchief, some a pair of ear-rings. When gentlemen
came to the posting station they would stop on purpose, as if for dinner or supper, but really for
the sake of looking at her a little longer. However angry a gentleman might be, he would calm
down at the sight of her, and speak graciously to me. you will hardly believe it, but couriers and

state-messengers would talk to her by the half-hour. My home depended on her she found time
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