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“‘February 1, 1915.
Moving pictures still the undercurrent of life. Printing almost finished and editing begun. R. Refuses to let




me see them until the first edition is in shape.... R. Is full of the idea of the use of moving picture in
education, in the teaching of geography and history. Someone might will make it a life work. Why not we ?
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“l cannot too strongly congratulate you on the moving pictures you exhibited in the convocation Hall. They
are much the best | have ever seen.
... I'have never known anything received with greater enthusiasm.
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“This will introduce Mr. Robert J. Flaherty of Toronto, who has a most interesting series of ethnological
moving pictures of Eskimo Life, which show the primitive existence of a people in the way they lived before
being brought in contact with explorers. He is looking to bring them out in the best way. | know you are
thoroughly in touch with the moving picture game from the inside and can at least give him some pointers.
Do what you can...”.
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-—— “Will you remember that it is the picture of you hunting the ‘ivuik’ that | want, and not their meat?”
-——"Yes, yes” Nanook assured him,” The aggie will come first.”

--—- (Giriffith: The world of Robert Flaherty. P. 38)
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“It has been the day of days. Morning came clear and warm. Some Twenty walrus lay sleeping on the rock.
Approached to within 100 ft & filmed with telephoto lens. Nan stalking quarry with harpoon-——- within 20 ft

they rose in alarm and tumbled towards the sea. Nan's harpoon landed but the quarry succeeded in
reaching the water. Then commenced a battle royal--——& Esk straining for their lives on the harpoon line at

water's edge—this quarry like a huge fish floundering--- churning in the sea—The remainder of the herd
hovered around — their “ok ok!” resounding — one great bull even came in to quarry &locked horns in
attempt to rescue—I filmed and filmed and filmed ---The men calling me to end the struggle by rifle—so
fearful were they about being pulled into the sea.”
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1319 | “The manager came up and very kindly put his arm around my shoulders and told me he was terribly

sorry, but it was a film that he tried to do such things before and they had always ended in failure. He was
very sorry indeed that | had gone through all that hardship in the North, only to come to such an end, but felt
that he had to tell me and that was that.”
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travel pictures, many gorgeous ‘Scenics’, but there is only one that deserves to be called great. That one is
‘Nanook of the North’... Nanook was no playboy enacting the part, which could be forgotten as soon as the
grease paint has been rubbed off, he was himself an Eskimo struggling to survive. The North was no
mechanical affair of wind machines paper snow; ‘the best Moving Pictures of 1922 -
23’ 9 Sherwood I,

“It stands alone, literally in a class by itself. Indeed, no list of all the best pictures of the year or of all the
years in the brief history of all the monies could be considered complete without it.”
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“Polar bears are prowling,
Wintry winds are howling,
Where the snow is falling,
There my heart is calling:
Nanook ! Nanook !
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Ever-Loving Nanook,
Though you don’t read a book,

But, oh, how you can love,
And thrill me like the twinkling northern lights above...”
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“The communal life of human being had, therefore, a twofold foundation: the compulsion to work, which was
created by external necessity, and the power to love, which made the man unwilling to be deprived of the
part of herself which had been separated of from her---her child. Eros and Anake (love and necessity) have
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