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“By cycle Thieves is a triumphant rediscovery of the fundamentals of cinema, and
De Sica has openly acknowledged his debt to Chaplin. The simple universality of its
theme, the effectiveness of its treatment, and the low cost of its production make it
the ideal film for the Indian film maker to study. The present blind worship of
techniqgue emphasizes the poverty of genuine inspiration should derive from life and
have its roots in it. No amount of technical polish can make up for artificiality of
theme and dishonesty of treatment. The Indian film maker must turn to life, to
reality. De Sica and not De Mille, should be his ideal.”
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