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‘On March 30, 1998, the American Banana Transnational United fruit Company celebrated its 100 years
of operations in Central America. For shareholder, both in the United States and this region, it was a day
to rejoice. But for thousands of Central Americans it was a day of mourning.

United Fruit received significant land leases, Privileges, tax exemptions, and cheap labor in exchanges
for huge amounts of money for Government officials. Thousands of farm workers were dislodged, many
other were Killed, all these in the name of progress.

...After a hundred years of Banana Production, Central America is barely developed and thousands of
its inhabitants have died under slavery conditions.

...Workers live in misery and despair, specially in the areas where hurricanes caused thousand of
deaths, destruction of properties, material losses. As always, farmers pay the highest price in this
commercial war.

...The multinational corporations that for years have profited from banana productions have discharged
thousand of workers. Today, Plantations were filled with unemployed workers who have almost no social
assistance’ (Annual Report on workers’ Rights, Agricultural Workers, 2001).
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